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Week Ending Friday, July 5, 2002

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on Departure for
Camp David, Maryland
June 28, 2002

President’s Health
Q. Mr. President, what’s the story?
The President. Hold on, I’ll tell you.
As you know, I’ve been recommending

that Americans take precautionary measures
for their health and that people should be
screened on a regular basis, particularly those
of us over 50. And tomorrow I’m going to
have a colonoscopy at Camp David. It is the
third such procedure I’ve had. The doctor
has recommended I have another one be-
cause the last time, they found some benign
polyps. And so this is kind of a routine phys-
ical examination that will be done at Camp
David.

I’m going—I’m going to be sedated for a
period of time and will transfer power to the
Vice President during that time. And I look
forward to exercising tomorrow afternoon,
after the procedure takes place.

Q. Do you know how long it’s going to
be, sir?

The President. Well, it’s—you know, the
last time I did this, it wasn’t very long. I
mean, the definition of long—the docs will
be briefing here pretty soon. But you know,
it shouldn’t take too long to——

Q. Is there anything that triggered this?
The President. No, not at all, John [John

Roberts, CBS News]. I feel great. This is a
part of the ongoing—you know, it’s a kind
of part of the annual physical. And so I just
decided to do it at this time; it fit in with
my schedule. And I feel great—no signs, no
symptoms.

The last time we did one of these
colonoscopies, they found benign polyps, and
they recommended that—I think it was 2
years ago, and they recommended they take
another look and see if there’s anything in
there.

Q. Should we read anything into the fact
that you are going to transfer the power, the
length of time of this?

The President. No, not at all. It’s just that
I made the decision. We looked at the prece-
dent. I’m the first President to have done
so under this type of procedure and/or phys-
ical examination. I did so because we’re at
war, and I just want to be super—you know,
super cautious.

And I informed the Vice President of this,
and he’s fully prepared to—standing by. He’ll
realize he’s not going to be President that
long. [Laughter]

Q. Is he back in Washington, sir?
The President. He is. Yes, he is.
Q. What time will you be doing this tomor-

row?
The President. Well, the time is—you

know, I really don’t want to put out a time,
and I hope you understand why.

Q. Where’s the Vice President, here?
The President. He’ll be—I’m not sure

where he’ll be.
Press Secretary Ari Fleischer. We’ll

hold a briefing. We’ll fill you in.
The President. Yes, I need to find out

where he’s——
Q. Any family history of colon cancer?
The President. Let’s see, not really. Well,

my brother—yes, I had a brother who had
colitis. And so there’s some history there.

I do recommend and urge that people
take—get these precautionary tests and take
a look. I had my first ‘‘scope,’’ as we say in
the business, I think maybe 5 or 6 years ago.
They discovered polyps for the first time.
And it gets your attention a little bit. Fortu-
nately, they were benign. And I think it’s im-
portant to continue to get good checkups,
and that’s what this is about.

So anyway, I’m glad to be able to share
that with you. [Laughter] Thank you all very
much.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. on the South
Lawn at the White House. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement on Signing the Small
Business Paperwork Relief Act of
2002
June 28, 2002

I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 327,
the ‘‘Small Business Paperwork Relief Act of
2002.’’ This legislation will help achieve an
important objective of my Administration to
reduce the cost and burden on small busi-
nesses of government paperwork and in-
crease the resources available to small busi-
nesses to create jobs and economic growth.

Section 3 of the bill creates a new section
3520 in title 44 of the United States Code
to create an interagency task force on infor-
mation collection and dissemination to help
the heads of departments and agencies re-
duce the government burden on small busi-
nesses. Section 3520 purports to require task
force publication of differences in views
among executive officers and transmittal of
recommendations to congressional commit-
tees. The executive branch shall construe
section 3520 in a manner consistent with the
President’s constitutional authority to super-
vise the unitary executive branch, to protect
the confidentiality of executive deliberations,
and to recommend to the consideration of
the Congress such measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 28, 2002.

NOTE: H.R. 327, approved June 28, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–198. An original was not
available for verification of the content of this
statement. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 29, 2002

Good morning. This week, we learned of
another deeply troubling accounting scandal
at a major American corporation. Reports al-

lege that the company hid nearly $4 billion
in expenses and reported profits when it may
have actually lost more than a billion dollars.
The Securities and Exchange Commission
immediately filed suit against the company
to preserve documents so that a complete
and thorough investigation can take place
and to ensure that the company cannot give
massive payments to executives during the
investigation.

Despite recent abuses of the public’s trust,
our economy remains fundamentally sound
and strong, and the vast majority of
businesspeople are living by the rules. Yet,
confidence is the cornerstone of our eco-
nomic system, so a few bad actors can tarnish
our entire free enterprise system. We must
have rules and laws that restore faith in the
integrity of American business. The Govern-
ment will fully investigate reports of cor-
porate fraud and hold the guilty parties ac-
countable for misleading shareholders and
employees. Executives who commit fraud
will face financial penalties, and when they
are guilty of criminal wrongdoing, they will
face jail time.

In March, I unveiled a 10-point plan de-
signed to enhance the economic security of
Americans by providing better information to
investors, making corporate officers more ac-
countable, and delivering a stronger, more
independent auditing system. Among other
measures, the plan would give the Securities
and Exchange Commission two critical tools
to hold corporate officers accountable.

First, corporate officers who personally
benefit from false accounting statements
should lose all the money gained by their
fraud. An executive whose salary or bonus
is tied to his company’s performance makes
more money when the company has done
well. That is fair when all of the accounting
is done aboveboard. Yet, when bad account-
ing practices make the company appear to
be more successful than it actually is, cor-
porate executives should lose their phony
profits gained at the expense of employees
and stockholders.

Second, corporate leaders who violate the
public’s trust should never be given that trust
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again. The Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion should be able to punish corporate lead-
ers who clearly abuse their powers by ban-
ning them from ever serving again as officers
or directors of publicly held corporations.

Since my call for action, the Securities and
Exchange Commission has sought to take
away the profits of senior executives from
four different companies. And in this fiscal
year, the SEC has sought to bar 54 officers
and directors. On Thursday, the SEC or-
dered the CEOs and CFOs of the 1,000 larg-
est public companies to certify that the finan-
cial information they submitted in the last
year was fair and accurate.

In addition to bringing a new measure of
accountability to American businesses, my
administration is committed to protecting the
retirement savings of American workers. The
plan I unveiled in February would give work-
ers greater freedom to diversify and manage
their own retirement funds. It would ensure
that corporate executives are held to the
same restrictions as workers during blackout
periods, when employees are prohibited
from trading in their accounts. It would give
workers quarterly information about their in-
vestments, and it would expand workers’ ac-
cess to investment advice. These measures
should give American workers confidence
that their investments will not fall prey to
unethical executives.

America is ushering in a new era of respon-
sibility, and that ethic of responsibility must
extend to America’s boardrooms. I want
every American to know that the vast major-
ity of businesspeople are honest individuals
who do right by the employees and their
shareholders. The unethical actions of a few
should not be allowed to call into question
our whole free enterprise system.

No violation of the public’s trust will be
tolerated. The Federal Government will be
vigilant in prosecuting wrongdoers to ensure
that investors and workers maintain the high-
est confidence in American business.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:50 a.m.
on June 28 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 29.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 28 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Office

of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Temporary Transfer of the
Powers and Duties of President of
the United States
June 29, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As my staff has previously communicated

to you, I will undergo this morning a routine
medical procedure requiring sedation. In
view of present circumstances, I have deter-
mined to transfer temporarily my Constitu-
tional powers and duties to the Vice Presi-
dent during the brief period of the procedure
and recovery.

Accordingly, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 3 of the Twenty-Fifth
Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion, this letter shall constitute my written
declaration that I am unable to discharge the
Constitutional powers and duties of the office
of President of the United States. Pursuant
to Section 3, the Vice President shall dis-
charge those powers and duties as Acting
President until I transmit to you a written
declaration that I am able to resume the dis-
charge of those powers and duties.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate. The Office of the Press Secretary released
the text of both letters. Originals were not avail-
able for verification of the content of the letters.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Resuming the Powers and Duties of
President of the United States
June 29, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the provisions of Sec-

tion 3 of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment to
the United States Constitution, this letter
shall constitute my written declaration that
I am presently able to resume the discharge
of the Constitutional powers and duties of
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the office of President of the United States.
With the transmittal of this letter, I am re-
suming those powers and duties effective im-
mediately.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate. The Office of the Press Secretary released
the text of both letters. Originals were not avail-
able for verification of the content of the letters.

Proclamation 7575—Lewis and
Clark Bicentennial
June 28, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Nearly 200 years ago, President Thomas

Jefferson sent an expedition westward to find
and map a transcontinental water route to
the Pacific Ocean. With approval from the
Congress, Captains Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark embarked on their legendary
3-year journey to explore the uncharted
West. The expedition included 33 permanent
party members, known as the Corps of Dis-
covery.

Their effort to chart the area between the
Missouri River and the Pacific Coast set
these courageous Americans on a remarkable
scientific voyage that changed our Nation. In
successfully completing the overland journey
between the Missouri and Columbia River
systems, they opened the unknown West for
future development. During their explo-
ration, Lewis and Clark collected plant and
animal specimens, studied Indian cultures,
conducted diplomatic councils, established
trading relationships with tribes, and re-
corded weather data. To accomplish their
goals, the Corps of Discovery relied on the

assistance and guidance of Sakajawea, a Sho-
shone Indian woman.

As we approach the 200th anniversary of
Lewis and Clark’s expedition, we commend
their resourcefulness, determination, and
bravery. This Bicentennial should also serve
to remind us of our Nation’s outstanding nat-
ural resources. Many of these treasures first
detailed by Lewis and Clark are available
today for people to visit, study, and enjoy.
As the commemoration of this journey begins
in 2003, I encourage all Americans to cele-
brate the accomplishments of Lewis and
Clark and to recognize their contributions to
our history.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby designate 2003 through
2006 as the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial.
I ask all Americans to observe this event with
appropriate activities that honor the achieve-
ments of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
I also direct Federal agencies to work in co-
operation with each other, States, tribes,
communities, and the National Council of
the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial to promote
educational, cultural, and interpretive oppor-
tunities for citizens and visitors to learn more
about the natural, historical, and cultural re-
sources that are significant components of
the Lewis and Clark story.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of June, in
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:44 a.m., July 2, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 1, and it was
published in the Federal Register on July 3.
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Memorandum on Emergency
Military Counterterrorism
Assistance to the Armed Forces of
the Philippines
June 28, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–24

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Presidential Determination to
Authorize the Furnishing of Emergency
Military Counterterrorism Assistance to the
Armed Forces of the Philippines

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2318(a)(1) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that:

(1) an unforeseen emergency exists that
requires immediate military
counterterrorism assistance to the
Armed Forces of the Philippines; and

(2) the emergency requirement cannot
be met under the authority of the
Arms Export Control Act or any other
law except 506(a) of the Act.

I therefore direct the drawdown of up to
$10 million of defense articles and services
from the inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense to the Philippines for
counterterrorism assistance.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 1.

Remarks at a Rally on Inner-City
Compassion in Cleveland, Ohio
July 1, 2002

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. I’m feeling great, by the way. [Laugh-
ter] And I’m glad I’m here. And thank you
all for coming.

We’ve just come from a discussion of com-
munity leaders all involved with trying to

make Cleveland a compassionate, decent
place for every citizen. Some were Demo-
crats; some were Republicans; all of them
Americans, all of them Americans who un-
derstand that out of the evil done to America
can come some incredible good, that by lov-
ing a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved
yourself, you can do some good in our coun-
try. You can fight evil by being a decent, hon-
orable, compassionate citizen. And that’s
what I want to talk about today. I want to
talk about the soul of America.

First, I appreciate my traveling party and
the folks who showed up here today. I want
to thank Rod Paige for being the Secretary
of Education. I like to remind people that
when I was—came time to pick a Secretary
of Education, that I wanted somebody who
had actually been on the frontlines of edu-
cation. I didn’t need a theorist. I needed
somebody who was a practical person, some-
body—and I knew Rod when I was the Gov-
ernor of Texas and he was the super-
intendent of our State’s largest school dis-
trict, Houston Independent School District.
And our test scores soared when he was lead-
ing that district. And so I—fortunately, he
came to Washington, DC. He’s made a huge
sacrifice to be there, and he’s doing a fine
job. And I want to appreciate Rod, and I ap-
preciate his leadership. I appreciate his being
a straightforward fellow. It’s easy to under-
stand where he’s coming from. He’s coming
from this perspective: Every child must be
educated in America—every child.

I also brought another man along with me,
Alphonso Jackson, who is the Deputy Sec-
retary of HUD. Alphonso’s job is to make
sure we work tirelessly to promote home-
ownership in America. And I appreciate
Alphonso coming. I’m going to talk a little
bit about that later on.

Of course, I appreciate so very much the
elected officials who have joined: My friend
the Governor of the great State of Ohio, Bob
Taft, is with us; your senior Senator, a fine
friend and a good man, George Voinovich,
is with us. I think you’re—are you the senior
Senator? He’s the junior—he’s the oldest
junior Senator. [Laughter] He’s a junior Sen-
ator who happens to be a senior citizen, he
said. [Laughter] But a young—he thinks
young. He’s a great man.
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I appreciate members of the congressional
delegation, both Republicans and Democrats
alike: Ralph Regula, Steve LaTourette,
Stephanie Tubbs Jones, and Dennis
Kucinich. I appreciate you all coming.
Thanks for being here. I appreciate you’re
here.

I appreciate the attorney general, Betty
Montgomery, from the great State of Ohio.
I’m honored that the mayor of the great city
of Cleveland would come; Mayor Campbell,
thank you for being here. I’m honored you’re
here—appreciate you. I had the honor of lis-
tening to a elected—a local elected official,
Ms. Fannie Lewis, who had some things to
say. Thank you, Fannie, for coming.

Today, as I landed at the airport, I had
the honor of meeting a gentleman named
Eugene Brudno, and Eugene is a Cleveland
resident who has spent a lot of time of volun-
teering in the community. The reason I men-
tion Eugene is, one of the true strengths of
this country is the fact that we’ve got so many
citizens who have heard the call to help
somebody in need, and they don’t need a
Government telling them to do it. They just
do it because they love their community. And
Gene has been loving his community for a
long time. Gene, would you stand up and
please wave? Thank you for coming.

I want to thank Alex Machaskee for having
sponsored the discussion we had today. I
want to thank the United Way leadership for
being here. I want to thank you all for com-
ing. I am honored that you’re here.

I’ve got some things to say—it’s really how
great America—I mean, what a fabulous
country we have. We are lucky to be Ameri-
cans. And as Americans, we have responsibil-
ities. We have responsibilities. If you live in
this country and you want to be a patriotic
soul, you have a responsibility. And I think
one of those most important responsibilities
is to help a neighbor in need. I do.

And I’ve got a responsibility too. Perhaps
my biggest responsibility is to keep our
homeland secure. I want to give you a brief
update about our attempts to keep the home-
land secure. At home, we’re doing everything
we can do. I want to thank all those on the
frontline, the first time—the first-respond-
ers, the police and fire and EMS teams, for

being prepared and ready and working long
hours.

In Washington, DC, we’ve got a lot of good
folks who are spending a lot of time chasing
down any hint or any lead, any idea that
somebody might have to hurt us. We’re on
it. And you just need to know, we are actively
focusing our attention and efforts to keep the
homeland secure.

We’re fighting an enemy that hates what
we stand for. They don’t value human life.
The death of innocent people doesn’t bother
them in the least. They’ve hijacked a great
religion. They kill in the name of the religion
when, in fact, they’re nothing but a bunch
of coldblooded fanatics and killers.

I’ve asked the Congress to take all the
agencies involved with the homeland de-
fense—there’s about 100 of them scattered
all over Washington, DC. You can imagine
what that is like, trying to hold somebody
accountable. I said, ‘‘We should put it all
under one umbrella called the Cabinet offi-
cer, and give us a chance to align authority
and responsibility. Give us a chance to
change the culture of these agencies. Give
us a chance to say, protecting the homeland
is now the single most important priority of
the Federal Government.’’

And I appreciate the response from both
Republicans and Democrats alike to the ini-
tiative I laid out. It’s tough for some. I recog-
nize that. I mean, there’s some turf in Wash-
ington. [Laughter] And people like to protect
the turf. But by far, most Members under-
stand that it’s more important to protect the
American people than the turf.

So we’re making progress at home. But the
surest way to protect the homeland is to hunt
the killers down one by one and bring them
to justice. And that’s what we’re going to do.
And we’re making progress.

This isn’t a—the type of war we’re all used
to. It’s not the kind of war where there’s
tanks moving across, you know, some plain,
and everybody gets to see the progress of
the tanks. This isn’t the kind of war where
planes are in formation. This is a war that
we fight against these shadowy terrorists that
hide in caves or hide in big cities and send
young souls to their death through suicide.
That’s the kind of people we’re after. But
we’ve hauled in over 2,400 people so far. I
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say ‘‘we;’’ I’m talking about not only the
United States but a vast coalition of freedom-
loving countries. And so we’re after them one
by one. I guess the best way to describe the
strategy is to treat them for what they are,
international criminals; get them on the run;
and when we find them, bring them in and
get them.

And that’s what this mighty country is
going to do, because, you see, we love our
freedom. We stand for freedom. We love
freedom of religion. We love freedom of the
press. We love to speak freely. We love poli-
tics. We love what we’re doing in this coun-
try. And anybody who threatens our free-
doms will face the ire of the mighty United
States of America.

And we’re in this deal for the long haul.
There is not a calendar on my desk that says,
by such and such a date, we quit. That’s not
how I think, and I don’t believe that’s how
the American people think either. The Amer-
ican people understand that we need to be
patient and resolved and determined to do
what is right. History has called us into ac-
tion. And for the sake of our young, for the
sake of our children and our grandchildren,
we must be strong enough and resolved
enough to defend freedom to the core, to
not waver or tire in the face of an enemy
that hopes that we relinquish our love for
freedom and the values we hold dear in
America.

You know, I can’t imagine what was going
through their mind when they attacked us.
They must have thought America was so ma-
terialistic and so selfish and so self-absorbed
that we might just file a lawsuit or two.
[Laughter] They learned differently. They
learned that we love our country and love
our freedoms.

But I want the youngsters here to under-
stand, this great country doesn’t seek re-
venge; we seek justice. And this great coun-
try, when we go somewhere, we don’t go as
conquerors; we go as liberators. I want our
country to keep in mind what happened in
Afghanistan. Afghanistan was a country that
had been hijacked by these Al Qaida killers,
with a complacent Government. We said, ‘‘If
you harbor a terrorist, you’re just like the ter-
rorist. We’re going to treat you just like the
terrorist.’’ And we upheld that doctrine by

removing the Taliban, but more importantly,
we liberated people. For the first time, young
girls go to school in Afghanistan, thanks to
the United States and our coalition.

And that’s—and that’s going to be our pos-
ture for a long time coming too. We believe
in freedom for all. We believe in the value
of individual life. We’re a compassionate,
strong nation, a nation that through our de-
termination will bring peace.

Oh, I know that in the midst of this war,
there is a lot of warlike talk, and I’m as guilty
as—I’m guilty. [Laughter] I talk that way.
But I want you to know, I love peace. I want
the world to be at peace. I believe out of
the evil done to America can come some
good. And one of the goods is going to be
a peaceful world, peace in places where we
haven’t seen peace in a long time and peace
at home for our children and our grand-
children. I long—I long for a peaceful world
for every citizen on the face of the globe.
And I believe that the United States can lead
to peace if we’re strong and resolved and uni-
fied.

And I also believe that as we make the
world more peaceful and America more se-
cure, we can make America a better place,
a better place for all of us, not a better place
for some, not a better place for a few, but
a better place for all. I think that means that
our Government, Federal Government, must
be active to promote self-government and
self-reliance and independence. It means
that we must encourage individuals and com-
munities and families to take more responsi-
bility for themselves and their neighbors and
our Nation.

Our aim isn’t to make Government bigger
by spending more money. Our aim isn’t to
focus on finance, large or small. Our aim
must be to mean that when we spend money,
we spend it on what works to create a better
society. I call this compassionate conserv-
atism.

It is conservative to trust the local folks
to chart the path to excellence in education.
It’s conservative to liberate parents. It’s con-
servative to pass power out of Washington,
DC, when it comes to public schools. It is
compassionate to make sure not one child
gets left behind in America.
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It is conservative to promote private prop-
erty and ownership of homes. It is compas-
sionate to understand there is an ownership
gap in America, and we must use our re-
sources to close that ownership gap by en-
couraging minority ownership of homes in
America.

It’s conservative to reform welfare and re-
duce dependence on Government. It is com-
passionate to encourage work and family and
values of personal responsibility. It is con-
servative to understand Government can
hand out money, but it cannot put hope in
people’s hearts, and therefore, we should
promote the good works of faith-based and
community-based programs.

It is compassionate to understand, in the
land of plenty, there are pockets of despair
and hopelessness. There are people who,
when you say ‘‘the American Dream,’’ say,
‘‘I don’t know what that means.’’ And it’s
compassionate to understand, all of us, no
matter what your political party is, must do
something about it. We must work to make
the American Dream reach into every single
neighborhood all across America.

I believe that starts with making sure ev-
erybody gets a good education. Rod talked
about the No Child Left Behind legislation.
Let me tell you what I think the bill says.
I believe it says that our society must believe
every child can learn, and that means we’ve
set high standards. If you set low standards,
guess what’s going to happen? If you have
low expectations, you know what’s going to
happen? We’ll just give up on kids—see?

It’s so much harder to, by the way, educate
inner-city—some inner-city children. It’s
easy to walk into a classroom full of inner-
city African Americans, for example, and say,
‘‘You can’t learn. We’ll move you through.’’
Or how about classrooms full of children
whose parents don’t speak English as a first
language? It’s easy to quit on those kids.
‘‘Heck, it’s hard to educate a child whose par-
ents don’t speak English. Why don’t we just
shuffle them through the system?’’ That
means you have low hopes, low standards,
low expectations. We start with a different
premise: Every child can learn, regardless of
their circumstances. And we expect every
single child to learn in America.

We said, ‘‘Yes, there’s a role for funding,’’
and we increased funding for Title I pro-
grams here in Cleveland by 23 percent. And
that’s good, and that’s important. We want
to help the disadvantaged through funding.
But Washington shouldn’t be telling Cleve-
land how to run its school system. See, that’s
up to you all to figure out how to run your
school system.

But we’ve instituted a new reform, and it’s
an important reform. It says, if you do receive
the money, if you decide to take Federal
money, show us whether or not the children
are learning, see. Show us whether or not
expectations are being met.

I’ve heard it all: ‘‘We can’t test’’; ‘‘We test
too much’’; ‘‘We test too much’’; ‘‘We
shouldn’t test children whether they can
read’’; ‘‘See, all you do is teach the test.’’ Lis-
ten, if you can teach a child to read, they
can pass a test. You teach them to read; don’t
worry about the tests.

We need to know in America whether or
not our children can read and write and add
and subtract. That’s what an accountability
system is for. Not only do we need to know,
but more importantly, the parents need to
know whether or not the children can read
and write and add and subtract. And if we
find they can’t, something else has to happen.
We cannot allow our children to be trapped
in schools that won’t teach and won’t change.

Starting this September, as many as 3.5
million students across America who attend
failing schools will have different options, of
transferring to another public school. It’s part
of being an accountable society. It’s part of
strengthening public education.

Listen, I think public education is one of
the most important parts of democracy. In
order to make sure the American Dream
reaches every neighborhood, we’ve got to
have good public schools all across America.
We must. So we’ve got to strengthen the
public education system by encouraging dif-
ferent opportunities if there’s failure.

Low-income students, as a result of the
new bill, in chronically failing schools will
now have access to after-school tutoring. The
money follows the child, and the parent can
decide who provides the after-school tutor-
ing.
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There is not a single avenue to success.
In order to achieve educational excellence
for every child, there’s got to be a multiplicity
of approaches. That’s why I believe so strong-
ly in local control of schools. The people of
Cleveland and the State of Ohio decided that
one of the approaches they wanted to take
was to encourage a voucher system to be im-
plemented. That was a local decision, and the
Supreme Court of the United States gave a
great victory to parents and students
throughout the Nation by upholding the de-
cisions made by local folks here in the city
of Cleveland, Ohio. It is a constructive ap-
proach to improving public education. We’re
interested in aiming toward excellence for
every child. And the voucher system is a part
of the strategy to achieve that here in Cleve-
land.

One of my jobs is to make sure that we
continue to insist upon reform, to take this
court decision and encourage others to make
the same decision at the local level. One way
to do so is through tax credits, which is now
in my budget. I urge Congress, when we de-
bate how to improve public education, to
pass the tax credit so parents will have more
flexibility and more choices when it comes
to the education of their children, particu-
larly K-through-12.

I also—the Supreme Court in 1954 de-
clared that our Nation cannot have two edu-
cation systems. And that was the right deci-
sion—can’t have two systems, one for African
Americans and one for Whites. Last week,
what’s notable and important is that the
Court declared that our Nation will not ac-
cept one education system for those who can
afford to send their children to a school of
their choice and for those who can’t. And
that’s just as historic.

I think by continuing to focus on high
standards and results and local control of
schools, we can all work together to make
sure no child is left behind.

And by the way, I had the honor of meet-
ing Roberta Kitchen today. She should be
giving the speech, not me. Where’s Roberta?
Hi, Roberta. Roberta is a mom of five chil-
dren, and her passion is a passion which is
shared by moms all across America. Her pas-
sion is pretty simple: ‘‘I want my children
to go to a safe school where he or she can

realize their full potential.’’ Roberta, thank
you for your love for your children. I appre-
ciate you.

We also have got to do a better job of
bringing the American Dream to all Ameri-
cans by encouraging homeownership. There
is a—we’ve got a homeownership gap in
America. Let’s face it. Over 75 percent of
White Americans own their home, and less
than 50 percent of Hispanos and African
Americans don’t own their home. And that’s
a gap. That’s a homeownership gap, and
we’ve got to do something about it.

One of the barriers to homeownership is
the cost of downpayment. And I’m working
with Congress right now to have a downpay-
ment assistance program to help the home-
owner be able to afford the downpayment.

I also believe that a barrier to entry is edu-
cation. There’s a lot of folks who, when they
look at the fine print in the contract, don’t
quite understand what it means. Not only do
we need to simplify the contracts, we’ve got
to make sure that there’s an outreach pro-
gram to educate first-time homebuyers on
what it means to own a home and how you
do it, not to get nervous about the fine print,
but to realize what’s in the fine print so that
the people can make good decisions. We’ve
got money in the budget to do that. We want
to work with the faith-based community to
encourage the education of people to under-
stand what it means to own a home.

I’m also working with the private sector
to make sure they do their part. It’s in the
national realtors’ interests, or the national
homebuilders’ interests that we encourage
minority ownership of homes. We’re trying
to increase the demand for homes. One way
to do that is to work with Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae to encourage capital, so that
there’s more money in the private sector for
first-time homebuyers. We need billions of
more dollars available for those who want to
realize the dream. They have made the com-
mitment to do so.

And finally, we need legislation, tax credit
legislation that will increase the supply of
homes, affordable homes all across the coun-
try, affordable homes in inner-city Cleveland,
where people are able to find a home and
realize their dreams.
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The goal for this country is that by 2010
we have 5.5 million new minority home-
owners. And when that happens—you watch
what happens when these neighborhoods will
become revitalized. It’ll help the public
school systems; it’ll create such a sense of
hope. This is a noble goal and one that I
fervently believe we can achieve and must
achieve to make America a better place.

We’ve got work to do. The Senate has got
work to do, in passing a reauthorization of
the welfare reform bill. One of the great suc-
cess stories in recent past has been to reform
welfare so as we reduce dependency upon
Government. And that’s important. See, we
believe in the worth of each individual and
believe if we help people, they can realize
their full potential.

And it starts with finding work. It starts
with a job. If somebody works, they’re more
likely to be able to realize dreams, to realize
their God-given potential. And so we’ve got
to continue to employ the resources and the
vision to helping people find work. I believe
work ought to be an incredibly important
part, ought to be the standard by which wel-
fare reform has been judged. And our society
must work with local folks to implement
strategies that will help people find work.

Listen, the Government is willing to pay
for re-education. The Government is willing
to pay for job training. But we need people
at—the local people, just right like you do
out here in Cleveland, to take the hand of
somebody in need and say, ‘‘How can we
help you? How can we help you realize the
independence of finding—and the dignity, by
the way—of finding work?’’

I want to thank the employers in Cleveland
for showing responsibility by helping on the
welfare-to-work initiative. And I want to
thank the faith-based programs for taking the
resources available and to help people find
work. We’ve got to continue—we’ve got to
continue to promote work as part of a inde-
pendent—independent—to encourage inde-
pendence. And at the same time we do so,
we’ve got to teach people the values of mar-
riage and family.

And speaking about responsible society,
one of the key things we’ve got to do here
in America is make sure that all of us are
responsible for the decisions we make, espe-

cially in this day and age, the CEOs of cor-
porate America. We need to make sure that
when the people put out their balance sheets,
when people put out the facts and figures,
there’s no question about their veracity.
There’s no question that they’re true num-
bers.

You see, in order to keep the job base in-
creasing in America, there must be trust. And
some have violated the trust. They haven’t
assumed their responsibility. I expect there
to be responsibility at all levels in our society.
And I intend to fully enforce the law when
people cheat on the balance sheets of cor-
porate America. We laid out an initiative in
March to provide better information to inves-
tors, to make corporate officers accountable
and responsible, to make sure that there’s
an independent auditing system, make sure
this business about conflict of interest is
eradicated. We need to rebuild the con-
fidence in our job-creating system.

Now, you need to know that by far the
vast majority, by far, of corporate America
are above board and doing their jobs just the
way you’d expect them to do, that they treat
their investors, their shareholders, and em-
ployees the way you’d want them to. And
that’s important for America to know. It’s
also important to know we’re going after
those who aren’t and hold them accountable.

Our economy, the foundation of our econ-
omy is strong. We’ve got good fiscal policy,
good monetary policy. We just now got to
get this—get trust built back in the country’s
leadership, which we will. We will. And one
way to do it is to bring some of these folks
to justice who have violated their trust. And
we’ll do that too.

I also want you to know that my philosophy
really does trust the American people. I trust
people when it comes to—the parents when
it comes to educating their children. I trust
people when it comes to making right deci-
sions about whether to own a home. I trust
people when it comes to helping find work.
The strength of this country is really not in
our halls of Government; it’s in the hearts
and souls of the American people. That’s
really why America is so strong a nation as
we are today.
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I also believe that—in the power of faith
in people’s lives, and that when we find peo-
ple who have lost hope, maybe as a result
of addiction or despair, that one way to help
change America is to encourage those who
have heard the call to love a neighbor to go
love their fellow citizen. See, I’ve got great
faith in America because I know our society
can change one heart, one person at a time.
And I know there are millions of soldiers in
the armies of compassion who are willing to
do just that. The Faith-Based Initiative that
you’ve probably read about means this: Our
Government should not fear programs which
exist because of—a church or a synagogue
or a mosque has decided to start one; we
should not discriminate against programs
based upon faith in America; we should en-
able them to access Federal money, because
faith-based programs can change peoples
lives, and America will be better off for it.

I urge the Congress to get the bill on my
desk that does two things: One, allows for
faith-based programs to compete for tax-
payers’ money to help change people’s lives;
and secondly, allows nonitemizers to receive
a deduction on their income taxes when they
give money to a charity. We need to do ev-
erything we can to encourage the strength
of America, to help change America for the
better.

Now, out of the evil done to America is
going to come some incredible good here.
I believe it. I believe that our citizens, many
citizens are now hearing the call that a true
patriot is somebody who serves something
greater than themselves. A true patriot is
somebody who asks a neighbor in need,
‘‘What can I do to help?’’ A patriot is some-
body who understands that life is more—that
life is complete when you make a sacrifice
for somebody else.

That certainly came home to a lot of Amer-
icans when Flight 93 was driven into the
ground by citizens, normal, everyday citizens,
who realized the plane they were on would
be a weapon. And I want to remind you of
what happened on that flight. They told their
loved ones goodbye. They said a prayer, and
they made the ultimate sacrifice for some-
body else. That’s the American spirit, as far
as I’m concerned, the notion that in order—
[applause].

And it is that spirit which is exhibited every
day in our country when people say, ‘‘I think
I want to mentor a child,’’ and do so, and
when people help an elderly shut-in, when
people deliver food. It’s the millions of acts
of kindness and decency which define Amer-
ica, which show the true face of this great
country. And I mean a great country.

It’s a great honor to be the President of
the greatest nation on the face of the Earth.
Thank you for coming today, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:29 a.m. at the
Playhouse Square Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Jane L. Campbell of Cleveland;
Fannie M. Lewis, Cleveland City councilwoman,
ward 7; and Alex Machaskee, board chairman,
United Way of Greater Cleveland. The President
also referred to Title I of the Improving America’s
Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103–382),
which amended Title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law No.
89–10). The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Statement on the
Clear Skies Initiative

July 1, 2002

Today Environmental Protection Adminis-
trator Whitman released important new in-
formation about the unprecedented health
and environmental benefits of the Clear
Skies Initiative that I proposed in February.
For the last several months, EPA has been
working to generate new information about
how Clear Skies will dramatically improve air
quality in every region of the country. Clear
Skies will bring Americans much cleaner air
and healthier forests, lakes, and estuaries.
Many cities and towns will meet air quality
standards for the first time in years. We will
virtually eliminate the problem of acid rain,
which affects so many lakes and forests in
the Northeast. We also will dramatically re-
duce urban smog and nitrogen and mercury
deposition. Clear Skies will reduce air pollu-
tion from powerplants by 70 percent—the
most significant step America has ever taken
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to address this problem—while using a mar-
ket-based system to keep electricity prices af-
fordable for hardworking Americans. Admin-
istrator Whitman and I look forward to work-
ing with Congress to strengthen the Clean
Air Act through the passage of Clear Skies
so we can improve air quality for all Ameri-
cans.

Statement on Representative J.C.
Watts, Jr.’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection
July 1, 2002

Congressman J.C. Watts has served the
people of Oklahoma and the United States
with honor and distinction as a Member of
the U.S. House of Representatives.

J.C. will leave behind a legacy of compas-
sion and commitment to public service. He
has been a leader in highlighting the success
of faith-based and community-based organi-
zations, and thanks to his efforts, these orga-
nizations may soon have additional resources
in their fight against abuse, addiction, and
poverty. His leadership was recognized by
members of his party, and as Chairman of
the House Republican Conference Com-
mittee, J.C. has effectively promoted the
positive agenda of the Republican Party.

Though his tenure in the House is ending,
he still has many talents to offer his country,
and I know he will continue to contribute.
J.C. is a good friend, and Laura and I wish
J.C and his wife Frankie and their family the
best and thank him for his dedicated service.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Reallocation of
Funds Previously Transferred From
the Emergency Response Fund
July 1, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In order to fulfill urgent requirements for

civil aviation security, I am notifying the Con-
gress of my intent to reallocate funds pre-
viously transferred to the Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency (FEMA) from
the Emergency Response Fund. These funds
will now be allocated to the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA) in accordance
with the provisions of Public Law 107–38,
the Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Recovery from and Response
to Terrorist Attacks on the United States, FY
2001.

In addition, I am further revising my re-
quest for supplemental funding originally
transmitted on March 21st to account for this
transfer by adjusting my Administration’s re-
quest for supplemental funding for FEMA
and for TSA. This will ensure that FEMA
has the full resources necessary to meet my
commitment to the recovery of New York.

As provided in Public Law 107–38, the
$270 million to be transferred will be made
available immediately to TSA to continue its
civil aviation security responsibilities.

This is the second time I have arranged
a ‘‘bridge loan’’ from FEMA to TSA to allow
the Congress to complete action on my
March 21st emergency supplemental re-
quest. This option will not be available a third
time, since FEMA has no additional remain-
ing unobligated funds from Public Law 107–
38. It is imperative that the Congress quickly
pass an acceptable emergency supplemental
bill to prevent a disruption of commercial air
travel.

I hereby designate the revised requests
contained in the accompanying material as
emergency requirements pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended.

The details of these actions are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and recommenda-
tions.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on July 2.
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Exchange With Reporters in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

July 2, 2002

New York Times Article

The President. Yes, Terry [Terry Moran,
ABC News], what is it?

Q. Do you have any response—there’s this
columnist in the New York Times today who
says that your role on the board of Harkin
Energy back in the 1980s and its sale of
Aloha Petroleum, your sale of stock, that
amounts to the same kind of corporate mis-
behavior you’re now criticizing.

The President. Everything I do is fully
disclosed. It’s been fully vetted.

Any other question?

International Criminal Court

Q. Excuse me, sir. Do you think you’ll be
able to work out that logjam, or is our partici-
pation in Bosnia coming to an end?

The President. The International Crimi-
nal Court is troubling to the United States.
It’s troubling to the administration and obvi-
ously trouble with the United States Senate
as well.

President Clinton signed this treaty, but
when he signed it, he said it should not be
submitted to the Senate. It therefore never
has been, and I don’t intend to submit it ei-
ther, because it—you know, as the United
States works to bring peace around the
world, our diplomats and our soldiers could
be drug into this court, and that’s a very trou-
bling—very troubling to me.

And we’ll try to work out the impasse at
the United Nations. But one thing we’re not
going to do is sign on to the International
Criminal Court.

Corporate Responsibility

Q. Mr. President, as you contemplate new
penalties for corporate malfeasance, do you
think that the laws on the books are insuffi-
cient to prosecute CEOs, or——

The President. I will make a statement
on that at the appropriate time, Dick [Rich-
ard Keil, Bloomberg News].

Independence Day Celebrations
Q. How should Americans celebrate July

4th this year, given the anxieties about more
attacks?

The President. They should celebrate
heartily because we have freedom, and we
love freedom. And I—they should also know
our Government is doing everything they can
to make the homeland secure, that people
ought to be joyous in their celebration and
celebrate the fact that we’re fortunate
enough to be Americans. I’m going to do that
in West Virginia.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:16 a.m. during
a tour of the Holy Redeemer Institutional Church
of God in Christ. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks on the Faith-Based Welfare
Initiative in Milwaukee
July 2, 2002

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. I—it’s great to be here in the midst
of so many social entrepreneurs—[laugh-
ter]—people who are willing to think dif-
ferently in order to provide hope for people
who need hope.

Wisconsin—Tommy is right—it’s kind of
the heartland of compassionate conservatism.
People decided, ‘‘We’re not going to worry
about process; we’ll worry about results. And
the result we want is for everybody to feel
a part of the American experience.’’ I’m glad
I picked Tommy to be in my Cabinet. You
all trained him well—[laughter]—and he’s
doing a great job on behalf of all Americans.

Bishop Patterson, I’m honored that you
would travel here. Bishop Patterson is a lead-
er. He is a person who has got a clear vision
about the need for the private sector and
public sector to join together to help people
who need help. And the fact, sir, that you
traveled all the way here from the great city
of Memphis, Tennessee, to be with us today
is a tribute to your dedication to finding ways
to improve people’s lives. I’m honored you’re
here.

And then Bishop Daniels, I’m sorry that
we kind of muzzled him. I was hoping that
he would unleash—[laughter]—if not in
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word, at least in song. I’m looking forward
to listening to the Daniels CD that he gave
me today. But I’m impressed by his vision
as well. We had the opportunity earlier to
see the building plans, and that’s just the
skeleton. The body comes from the works
that are going to take place inside the build-
ing, based upon faith and compassion and
decency, all aimed—those works all aimed
to change people’s lives. And Bishop, I ap-
preciate what you’re doing. I’m not kidding
when I use the words ‘‘social entrepreneur.’’
It’s a word that’s applicable to the bishop and
the congregation and the church. The will-
ingness for people to use the great power
of faith to revitalize neighborhoods is inspir-
ing. Mr. Bishop, thank you very much for
having us here. I appreciate that.

I appreciate Members of the United States
Congress coming today. I know Mark Green
and Tom Petri are here—I’m honored you
both are here—as well as the chairman,
Chairman Sensenbrenner. Much of what I’m
going to talk about in terms of the Faith-
Based Initiative has—those accomplishments
which have taken place in Washington, in
other words, the bill that got out of the
House—[laughter]—he is responsible for. I
appreciate you, Jim, very much for your lead-
ership.

I want to thank members of the statehouse
who have come. Of course, the Governor’s
here. I appreciate Scott, and I appreciate his
leadership, and I appreciate his willingness
to carry on the vision of welcoming social
entrepreneurs in the providing of aid and
comfort to people who need help. I appre-
ciate the speaker being here and the minority
leader of the Senate in the State of Wis-
consin. Thank you all for coming today as
well.

I appreciate local officials—it seems like
when the President shows up, quite a few
people show up. And I’m honored that the
mayor is here. Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for
coming. And County Executive Scott Walker,
I appreciate you coming, Scott, too. Thank
you.

And finally, the Bradley Foundation is rep-
resented here today. The reason that I’m so
happy that my friend Mike Grebe is here and
Mike Joyce and others from the Bradley
Foundation is because foundation America

must be a part of the revitalization of our
communities as well. And the Bradley Foun-
dation has always been willing to seek dif-
ferent solutions. They’ve been willing to chal-
lenge the status quo. They’d say, ‘‘Where we
find failure, something else must occur.’’ And
the foundation not only has been kind and
generous with its donation, the foundation
also has been willing to help people think
anew. And I appreciate you all coming. I’m
honored you’re here, and thanks for your
good work.

As I travel the country, I get to meet the
quiet heroes of America, those folks who
were willing to give of their time and talents
and their heart to help people in need. Today
Linda Stephenson came out to see Air Force
One, and I’m glad she came, because it gave
me a chance to thank her for 36 years of
volunteering her time and efforts to help
causes ranging from Youth Leadership Acad-
emy to Public Allies to Goodwill Industries.
You see, the reason I like to talk about the
individual hero is because America can
change one heart, one soul, one conscience
at a time. And while a person can’t do every-
thing, a person can do something to be a part
of that. And thank you for coming, Linda.
I’m honored you’re here. Please stand up.
[Applause] Got you. Thanks for coming.

Listen, we’ve got some big goals for Amer-
ica. Somebody asked me today, ‘‘What should
people feel like going into the Fourth of
July?’’ I said, ‘‘You should be celebrating the
fact that we live in America and the Fourth
of July is our Independence Day. It is the
day we honor our freedoms, and as we honor
the freedoms, we’re going to do everything
we can to protect the freedoms.’’

There are people that hate our freedoms,
that really can’t stand the thought that people
are able to worship freely or speak their mind
freely or be able to realize their dreams re-
gardless of who they are. They don’t like that,
and therefore they want to strike out at
America again. And I want to assure you that
we’re doing everything we can to protect the
homeland of America. We’ve got a lot of
dedicated folks who work overtime, all the
time, to run down any lead. Any hint, any
idea of anybody trying to do something to
America, we’ll react to it, because protecting
innocent life is my most important job and
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the most important job of government at any
level.

We value life; the enemy hates life. We
say each life matters; they say innocent life
doesn’t matter. And so we’ve got a big task
at hand.

The best way for us to secure the home-
land, besides utilizing resources in an effec-
tive way to protect America, is to hunt this
enemy down one by one and to bring them
to justice. It’s to find them where they try
to hide and to bring them to—you notice I
say we’re not going to seek revenge. This Na-
tion seeks justice because we love freedom.

It’s going to take a while. It’ll take a while.
This is a different kind of enemy. These are
the folks that hide in caves and then send
youngsters to their suicide deaths. They don’t
march across land in formations. They—
they’re nearly invisible. But they’re nothing
but a bunch of coldblooded killers. That’s—
you’ve got to know how I feel about it. And
so they’ll be treated as international crimi-
nals. We will get them on the run and keep
them on the run until we bring them to jus-
tice.

But you need to know—you need to know
that—and it’s important that you tell your
youngsters—Bishop, I know you’ll tell young-
sters who hear about war that this Nation
longs for peace. That’s what—we do what
we do for peace.

See, I believe that out of the evil done
to America can come some good. I believe
there can come some good, and part of that
good is a more peaceful world, not only for
Americans but for people all across the globe.
I believe if the American—I know if America
stays steadfast and strong and resolute and
speaks plainly about the values, the human
values that are universal, we can achieve
peace in places where the people don’t
dream of peace. And that’s what I think can
happen and will happen.

And as we work hard to secure America,
we’ve got to work hard to make America a
better place, and that’s what I want to talk
about today. You see, it’s one thing to make
sure that we are secure, but we’ve also got
to understand that in our plenty, there are
pockets of despair and hopelessness. In our
plenty as America, in our strength, our mili-
tary strength, we’ve got to recognize there

are some people in our country who wonder
whether or not the American experience is
meant for them. And so long as there’s that
despair and worry and hopelessness, this Na-
tion must do something about it. And I’ve
got some ideas about how to do it, and that’s
what I want to speak about today, because
it relates directly to what’s happening inside
the walls of this church.

It starts with making sure every child gets
a good education, not just a few, not just the
ones that are apparently easier to educate,
but every child, every single child.

That sounds obvious, but it’s not obvious
in the way we address education, because in
some parts of the world, there aren’t high
standards. If you have low standards and low
expectations, you know what you’re going to
get? You’re going to get bad results.

If you believe every child can learn, you
set high standards. And that’s what we’ve
done in the new law we passed out of the
Congress called the No Child Left Behind
law. It says that we expect the best for every
single child, and since we do so, we want
to know whether or not the children are
learning to read and write and add and sub-
tract.

If you have low expectations, you don’t
measure, because you say, ‘‘Well, certain kids
can’t learn, why measure?’’ If you care about
each child, you do measure. And the meas-
uring system is important, because it helps
indicate what’s working and what’s not work-
ing. It helps show whether or not a cur-
riculum makes sense or not makes sense. It
helps us judge whether or not the very faces
of our future can read, for starters. And if
they can’t read, we as a society must do
something about it. We cannot accept medi-
ocrity.

And so the first time in history, the Federal
Government has said, if you take Federal
money—and we’re spending a lot of it, par-
ticularly for Title I students, and that’s
good—that you’ve got to show us whether
or not the money is making a difference. You,
the people of Wisconsin, measure.

And finally, a final part of this bill is it
says we trust the local people to chart the
path to excellence for their children. In other
words, we pass power out of Washington to
the local level, and we encourage—by doing
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so, encourage any approach that works. See,
we’re not worried about the process; we’re
worried about the results.

That’s why I am so appreciative of what
Wisconsin and the city of Milwaukee has
done in terms of providing choice. You call
it whatever you want to call it, vouchers,
choice, whatever it is. Freedom for parents
is what I call it, and the results are better
as a result.

I want to thank the bishop for having edu-
cation as one of the cornerstones of this en-
terprise. You see, he understands what I
know and you all know: If a child is educated,
that child is more likely to be able to realize
his or her dreams. An educated child is one
much more likely to succeed. If you’re wor-
ried about children going to prison, let’s
make sure that a child can read. That’s the
first step to making sure somebody can have
a hopeful future. And the fact that this enter-
prise—what I call an enterprise—this fan-
tastic operation has education within its
building is a sign of clear vision.

And I want to thank the Supreme Court
for making an important decision when it
ratified the Cleveland voucher program. It
said that—it was an important statement
about let’s focus on each child to make sure
no child is left behind. Let’s worry more
about results and less about process.

In the bill that we’ve signed this year, there
will be 3.5 million children who will be at-
tending failing schools—that’s the estimate.
They will be given—their parents will be
given different options, public school choice
or after-school tutoring. It could be very like-
ly that someone will come here into this
building and find an after-school tutoring
program, where the money follows the child,
so that the parent and the child can escape
from the mediocrity. And that’s an important
concept, very important concept.

I do believe the Federal Government can
do more. I know we need to work with local
jurisdictions to help them develop a variety
of options for parents—all aimed, by the way,
at making sure our public school system
works. See, the public school system is an
incredibly important part of democracy, and
we want it to work, and we want it to work
for every single child. And so I think we
ought to work for an education tax credit that

will be a part of empowering parents to be
able to make choices if they’re dissatisfied
with the status quo. We’re going to make
progress.

We’re making progress on education. It’s
an important progress to make. It’s an impor-
tant way to make sure America is not only
a secure country but a better country.

There’s another initiative that I want to
speak briefly about, and that is homeowner-
ship. We’ve got a homeownership gap in
America: 75 percent of Anglos or white peo-
ple own their homes; less than 50 percent
of minority own their homes. That’s a gap
that needs to change. And so my goal—my
goal is that by 2010, we have 5.5 million addi-
tional minority homeowners.

There are ways the Government, obvi-
ously, can help. One is to help people with
their downpayment. People think about own-
ing their home, and they say, ‘‘I can’t afford
the downpayment. Forget ownership. I’ll just
continue to rent.’’ And so we’re going to have
Federal monies available to help people af-
ford the downpayment so they can make the
first big step into homeownership.

Secondly, we will work with the Tax Code
to provide tax credits so that affordable new
homes can be built, for example, in this
neighborhood, so that people—low-income
and moderate-income people will be able to
have a new supply of homes from which they
can choose and purchase if they want to own
a home.

Thirdly, the private sector must do more,
starting with freeing up capital. Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac must, as part of their vision
and mission, encourage minority ownership
by helping more capital to be available.
We’re talking about over $400 billion avail-
able over the next 10 years for people to be
able to purchase their own home.

And finally, in the budgets we’ve sub-
mitted, and I’m confident Congress will pass,
there is money for education. I can see, for
example, I know the bishop has got a vision
for homeownership in this neighborhood. I
can easily see a desk or an office here where
people who have never bought a home can
come and become educated about what
homeownership means. I mean, you pull
these contracts out—you pull the contracts
out, the print is about that big. Old guys like
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me can’t even read it with my reading glasses
on. And people get worried about it. ‘‘Why
am I going to sign all this paper? What does
it mean for me?’’ And we’ve got to help first-
time homebuyers understand what it means
to own a home, the obligations, the opportu-
nities in the future. And part of the money
that is available for homeownership edu-
cation is—that would be administered by
faith-based institutions.

Another initiative that Tommy mentioned,
that makes sense in order to make sure
America is a better place, is welfare reform.
Welfare reform to me means liberation from
dependency. It means we realize each person
matters, and if we can help people find work,
it means there’s dignity. And this State has
been fantastic about encouraging work and
helping people work and providing services
to help people work and recognizing that
faith-based institutions can make a huge dif-
ference in the training, in helping people
train to be able to find work.

Again, I want to thank the bishop. You’re
beginning to get a picture of why I’ve come
here. I’m talking about education and home-
ownership; now I’m talking about job train-
ing—all of which takes place here within the
fabric of this institution.

Thanks to efforts in States like Wisconsin,
the percentage of single black mothers work-
ing is the highest ever, and poverty amongst
black children is the lowest ever. That’s be-
cause people have found work.

Today Tommy Thompson, Secretary
Thompson, announced that the Department
of Health and Human Services is awarding
$200 million in bonuses to States that have
performed best in helping people move from
welfare to work. And Tommy’s probably al-
ready made this announcement, but $14 mil-
lion of the $200 million have gone to the
State of Wisconsin, which shows that there’s
still a lot of good being done here in Wis-
consin.

But as we reauthorize welfare, we’ve got
to do more. We’ve got to do more. We’ve
got to make sure that the progress made is
not undermined. And one way to make sure
that we continue to make progress is insist
upon work and then help people who need
help to find a job, either through training
and/or job placement.

And today we saw what can happen. Today
I met the recipients of the compassion in the
building. One lady had been on welfare for
a while, now owns her own business. Isn’t
that right? [Applause] There’s story after
story of people who have been helped, peo-
ple who have come here not only to receive
the Word but also have come here to receive
a helping hand. And that’s what I appreciate
so very much about this program and faith-
based programs all across the country. Our
Government should not fear faith in our soci-
ety.

Just ask Annette Williams, a mother of four
who’d been on and off welfare; she’s the
owner. She’s owned her own business for 4
years. Or Essie Lee, she’d been on welfare.
She lost her job. She came here as a single
mom. And by the way, being a single mother
in America is the toughest job in America.
It’s the hardest work. And she came with a
12-year-old child. She got job training. She
had counseling, and she’s now gainfully em-
ployed in a catering business. In other words,
the folks came here to obviously receive com-
fort from the Comforter, but they also came
to receive a hand from people who want to
help them.

Government can hand out money. We do
a pretty good job of it. But what Government
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts or
a sense of purpose in their lives. That’s been
the fallacy of the Federal-Government-only
approach to helping people help themselves.
When we find programs that work, when we
find a place that is actually effective at help-
ing people, this Government ought to wel-
come such programs. That’s why I’m here.
We welcome this program.

Sometimes reality is that sometimes faith-
based groups are prohibited or discouraged
from even applying for Federal grants. Last
week, my Director of the Faith-Based Initia-
tive met with the Metropolitan Council on
Jewish Poverty out of New York. It’s a group
of people who want to help. They feed the
hungry for their community. They feed the
hungry regardless of somebody’s religion.
They don’t ask, ‘‘What is your religion?’’ They
ask, ‘‘Are you hungry?’’ But because of their
name and their identity, Federal officials
have repeatedly discouraged them from ap-
plying for Federal funds.
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That’s not right. The Federal Government
should not ask, ‘‘Does your organization be-
lieve in God?’’ That’s not the question they
ought to ask. They ought to ask, ‘‘Does your
program work? Are you saving lives? Are you
making a difference in people’s lives?’’

We’ll ask for accountability—of course,
we’ll ask for accountability. We should ask
for accountability whether it be taxpayers’
money or donations in the plate. [Laughter]
There ought to be accountability. And obvi-
ously, we’re not going to use taxpayers’
money to evangelic—to promote religion.
But we should use taxpayers’ money to help
people change their lives, so that they can
realize the American experience and the
American Dream.

We’ve got to get our Federal agencies to
remove regulations that discriminate against
faith-based groups. I’ve told all my Cabinet
officers that’s what I expect to happen in
Washington, DC. And I want to thank
Tommy for leading the charge on this.

I mentioned what we call the ‘‘CARE Act,’’
‘‘Charity Aid Recovery and Empowerment
Act.’’ That’s the act that passed out of the
House, and let me tell you what this act will
do. One of the key principles is there’s equal
treatment. Organizations that have a religious
name or religious icons on the wall like a
cross or Star of David should be welcomed
partners in providing for the poor. That’s one
of the principles.

It also encourages donations to charitable
and faith-based organizations. Right now,
non-itemizers don’t get to deduct charitable
gifts. I believe non-itemizers should be able
to deduct charitable giving, which would en-
courage 84 million taxpayers—provide an ad-
ditional incentive, beside their heart—to
contribute to a faith-based organization or a
charity.

I believe that we ought to have more re-
sources available for the institutions which
are struggling to cope with the Federal grant
process. What we don’t want to do is we don’t
want to stifle opportunity and stifle the imag-
inative process that takes place within our
faith communities. We want to encourage it
by providing what I call a compassion capital
fund that will allow those who emulate the
bishop, those who want to figure out how
to get ahead to have a place to go to find

out what works, how it works, what to do
in order to realize the vision of expanding
compassion to every neighborhood in Amer-
ica.

No, this piece of the legislation is very im-
portant, and I—and we’ve got supporters all
over Washington on this bill, and that’s good,
both Republicans and Democrats. See, I
don’t view faith as a partisan issue. I view
it as a universal issue, much bigger than party
politics.

Let me read one quote for you that says,
‘‘The CARE Act isn’t a Republican or Demo-
cratic plan. It’s a bipartisan proposal that
strikes the right balance between harnessing
the best forces of faith in our public life with-
out infringing on the First Amendment.’’ I
agree with that. ‘‘Most importantly, it is rep-
resentative of what we can accomplish in
Washington when we put partisanship and
politics aside and focus on what matters. I
look forward to working with President Bush
to get this proposal signed into law.’’

The author of the quote was Senator Tom
Daschle, and I appreciate his support for this
initiative. I look forward to the Senate getting
the bill out of the Senate as quickly as pos-
sible, any differences reconciled with the
House, and get it on my desk so I can sign
it and we can get forward with the goal of
making sure America is better for every cit-
izen who lives in this country.

When the enemy hit us, they didn’t know
who they were hitting. Out of evil will come
some really important good. Good will come
when neighbors love neighbors just like
they’d like to be loved themselves. It is the
acts of kindness and generosity and decency,
which you find right here, is what define the
true face of our country. We recognize that
there are people who hurt, and we want them
to be healed. We recognize people are hun-
gry; we want them to be fed. We recognize
people can’t read, and we want them to read.
That’s our focus.

Out of the evil done to America can come
incredible good, because this is a great nation
full of decent and loving and honorable peo-
ple. And it is my honor today to be amongst
great leaders—two fine bishops and a con-
gregation which cares about their fellow man.
Thank you for letting me come by. May God
bless you all, and may God bless America.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. at the
Holy Redeemer Institutional Church of God in
Christ. In his remarks, he referred to Bishop G.E.
Patterson, pastor, Temple of Deliverance Church
of God in Christ, founder and president of Bounti-
ful Blessings Ministries; Bishop Sedgwick Daniels,
pastor, Holy Redeemer Institutional Church of
God in Christ; Gov. Scott McCallum of Wisconsin;
Scott Jensen, speaker, Wisconsin State Assembly;
Mary E. Panzer, minority leader, Wisconsin State
Senate; Mayor John O. Norquist of Milwaukee;
Scott Walker, county executive, County of Mil-
waukee; and Michael W. Grebe, president and
chief executive officer, and Michael Joyce, former
president and chief executive officer, Lynde and
Harry Bradley Foundation. The President also re-
ferred to Title I of the Improving America’s
Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103–382),
which amended Title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law No.
89–10). The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Executive Order 13268—
Termination of Emergency With
Respect to the Taliban and
Amendment of Executive Order
13224 of September 23, 2001
July 2, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)
(NEA), section 5 of the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act of 1945, as amended (22
U.S.C. 287c), and section 301 of title 3,
United States Code,

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, find that the situa-
tion that gave rise to the declaration of a na-
tional emergency in Executive Order 13129
of July 4, 1999, with respect to the Taliban,
in allowing territory under its control in Af-
ghanistan to be used as a safe haven and base
of operations for Usama bin Ladin and the
Al-Qaida organization, has been significantly
altered given the success of the military cam-
paign in Afghanistan, and hereby revoke that
order and terminate the national emergency
declared in that order with respect to the

Taliban. At the same time, and in order to
take additional steps with respect to the grave
acts of terrorism and threats of terrorism
committed by foreign terrorists, the con-
tinuing and immediate threat of further at-
tacks on United States nationals or the
United States, and the national emergency
described and declared in Executive Order
13224 of September 23, 2001, I hereby
order:

Section 1. The Annex to Executive Order
13224 of September 23, 2001, is amended
by adding thereto the following persons in
appropriate alphabetical order:

Mohammed Omar (aka, Amir al-
Mumineen [Commander of the Faithful])

The Taliban.
Sec. 2. For the purposes of this order and

Executive Order 13224 of September 23,
2001, the term ‘‘the Taliban’’ is also known
as the ‘‘Taleban,’’ ‘‘Islamic Movement of
Taliban,’’ ‘‘the Taliban Islamic Movement,’’
‘‘Talibano Islami Tahrik,’’ and ‘‘Tahrike
Islami’a Taliban’’. The Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, is hereby authorized to modify the defi-
nition of the term ‘‘the Taliban,’’ as appro-
priate.

Sec. 3. Nothing contained in this order
shall create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by any party
against the United States, its agencies or in-
strumentalities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

Sec. 4. Pursuant to section 202 of the
NEA (50 U.S.C. 1622), termination of the
national emergency with respect to the
Taliban shall not affect any action taken or
proceeding pending not finally concluded or
determined as of the date of this order, or
any action or proceeding based on any act
committed prior to the date of this order,
or any rights or duties that matured or pen-
alties that were incurred prior to the date
of this order.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 2, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:09 a.m., July 2, 2002]
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NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on July 3.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Termination of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Taliban
July 2, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 202(a) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622, I hereby
report that I have issued an Executive Order
that terminates the national emergency de-
scribed and declared in Executive Order
13129 of July 4, 1999, related to the actions
and policies of the Taliban, and amends Ex-
ecutive Order 13224 of September 23, 2001,
to include reference to Mohammed Omar
and the Taliban in the Annex to that order,
thus preserving the sanctions imposed
against the Taliban.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Final Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Taliban
July 2, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith the final 6-
month report prepared by my Administration
on the national emergency with respect to
the Taliban that was declared in Executive
Order 13129 of July 4, 1999.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on United
States Individuals Involved in the
Antinarcotics Campaign in Colombia
June 24, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III, chap-

ter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental Act,
2000 (the ‘‘Act’’), as enacted in the Military
Construction Appropriations Act, 2001, Pub-
lic Law 106–246, I am providing a report pre-
pared by my Administration. The report pro-
vides ‘‘the aggregate number, locations, ac-
tivities, and lengths of assignment for all tem-
porary and permanent U.S. military per-
sonnel and U.S. individual civilians retained
as contractors involved in the antinarcotics
campaign in Colombia.’’

In so doing, I note and appreciate the con-
tinued strong bipartisan support given to
U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the Act
and elsewhere.

This report is classified because of force
protection considerations and the high level
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However, the
aggregate numbers given below are unclassi-
fied.

The report indicates that as of May 15,
2002, the end of this reporting period, there
were 168 temporary and permanent U.S.
military personnel and 233 U.S. civilians re-
tained as individual contractors in Colombia
involved in supporting Plan Colombia, as de-
scribed in this 11th report to the Congress
in accordance with the Act. This report fur-
ther indicates that during March, April, and
May 2002, these figures never exceeded the
ceilings established in section 3204(b) of the
Act, as amended.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on July 3.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Second Protocol to
the Netherlands-United States
Agreement on Social Security
June 25, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here-
with the Second Protocol to the Agreement
Between the United States of America and
the Netherlands on Social Security (the ‘‘Sec-
ond Protocol’’). The Second Protocol was
signed at The Hague on August 30, 2001,
and is intended to modify certain provisions
of the original U.S.-Netherlands Agreement,
signed December 9, 1987, as amended by
the Protocol of December 7, 1989 (the ‘‘U.S.-
Netherlands Agreement’’).

The U.S.-Netherlands Agreement as
amended by the Second Protocol is similar
in objective to the social security agreements
that are also in force with Austria, Belgium,
Canada, Chile, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Korea, Luxembourg,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzer-
land, and the United Kingdom. Such bilateral
agreements provide for limited coordination
between the United States and foreign social
security systems to eliminate dual social secu-
rity coverage and taxation and to help pre-
vent the loss of benefits that can occur when
workers divide their careers between two
countries. The U.S.-Netherlands Agreement
as amended by the Second Protocol contains
all provisions mandated by section 233 and
other provisions that I deem appropriate to
carry out the purposes of section 233, pursu-
ant to section 233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key
points of the Second Protocol with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the Second Protocol (Annex A). Also
annexed to this report is the report required
by section 233(e)(1) of the Social Security
Act, a report on the effect of the Second Pro-
tocol on income and expenditures of the U.S.
Social Security program and the number of

individuals affected by the Second Protocol
(Annex B), and a composite text of the U.S.-
Netherlands Agreement showing the changes
that will be made as a result of the Second
Protocol. The Department of State and the
Social Security Administration have rec-
ommended the Second Protocol and related
documents to me.

I commend the Second Protocol to the
United States-Netherlands Social Security
Agreement and related documents.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 25, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 3.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Benchmarks for a Sustainable Peace
Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina
June 25, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the Levin Amendment to

the 1998 Supplemental Appropriations and
Rescissions Act (section 7(b) of Public Law
105–174) and section 1203(a) of the Strom
Thurmond National Defense Authorization
Act for FY 1999 (Public Law 105–261), I am
providing a report prepared by my Adminis-
tration on progress made toward achieving
benchmarks for a sustainable peace process
in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

This sixth report, which also includes sup-
plemental reporting as required by section
1203(a) of Public Law 105–261, provides an
updated assessment of progress on the
benchmarks covering the period March 2001
to December 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 25, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 3.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Lapse of the Export
Administration Act of 1979
June 25, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 204(c) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month re-
port prepared by my Administration, on the
national emergency declared by Executive
Order 13222 of August 17, 2001, to deal with
the threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States
caused by the lapse of the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 25, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 3.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iran
June 25, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration
on the national emergency with respect to
Iran that was declared in Executive Order
12170 of November 14, 1979.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 25, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 3.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority Under Section 124 of the
National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2001
July 2, 2002

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 124 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States of
America, you are delegated the authority and
assigned the responsibility of the President
under section 124(b) of the Floyd D. Spence
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2001 (Public Law 106–398).

The authority delegated by this memo-
randum may be redelegated, in writing, not
lower than the Under Secretary of Defense
level.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 3.

Remarks Celebrating the
Bicentennial of Lewis and Clark’s
Voyage of Discovery
July 3, 2002

Welcome. Please be seated. You read it
just like I wrote it. [Laughter]

Thank you all for coming. It’s great to see
so many of my fellow Americans here on the
eve of Independence Day, the day we cele-
brate the fantastic freedoms we love in
America. And I hope every American goes
out tomorrow and gives thanks for the many
blessings of our Nation.

I want to thank members of my Cabinet
who are here. Thank you all for coming, Gale
and Ann.

I want to thank Members of the Con-
gress—Senator and Congressman from the
great Commonwealth of Virginia are here.
I want to thank many members of the admin-
istration who are here. I see Fran, who is
head of the National Parks. I want to thank
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the tribal leaders who have come. I want to
thank my fellow Americans. Welcome to the
people’s house. And it’s a beautiful house,
as you can see.

I want to thank Laura for serving as the
host while I was doing some work. I particu-
larly want to thank the Missouri Historical
Society for lending this splendid portrait of
the man Stephen Ambrose called the great-
est of all American explorers, Captain
Meriwether Lewis.

You know, it’s amazing—it’s fitting and
amazing, when you think about it, that we’re
holding this event here in the East Room,
because this is where Lewis lived when he
was Jefferson’s private secretary. Not a bad
room. [Laughter] They tell me, though, that
back then the room was damp and depress-
ing. The second First Lady who lived here,
Abigail Adams, actually used to hang the
washing here. [Laughter] And I want to
thank Laura for getting my underwear out
before the event started. [Laughter]

Nearly 200 years ago, President Jefferson
sent an expedition to explore what was then
the uncharted West. Jefferson was a curious
man, as we’ve learned, and I bet you he want-
ed to lead the expedition himself. But he was
occupied, and so he chose a trusted aide and
friend, Meriwether Lewis, to lead what was
called the Voyage of Discovery.

The Lewis and Clark expedition lasted just
a couple of years, but it changed the face
of our country forever. It opened up the
American West for future development. It
increased our knowledge of our natural re-
sources. It helped us gain a better under-
standing of America’s native cultures. Most
importantly, the Lewis and Clark Expedition
will stand forever as a monument to the
American spirit, a spirit of optimism and
courage and persistence in the face of adver-
sity.

Earlier this week, I signed a proclamation
designating 2003 through 2006 as the Lewis
and Clark Bicentennial Commemoration. I
urge all Americans to learn more about Lewis
and Clark and how the expedition changed
our Nation and, at the same time, to learn
more about our native culture, to learn more
about courage and the values that continue
to shape our Nation today.

American history is filled with remarkable
examples of heroism and adventure, and the
voyage of Lewis and Clark is one of the most
remarkable of them all. And that’s why we’re
here in the White House today. Their expedi-
tion became an epic of endurance and dis-
covery, and that epic became an American
legend which all Americans should know
about, and they should teach their children
about it as well.

The achievement would not have been
possible without the tremendous contribu-
tion of a remarkable Shoshone Indian
woman, Sacagawea, who helped the explor-
ers on their long and perilous journey. And
I say remarkable because she had a 2-month-
old baby when the trip began. And she was
just as committed to discovery and success
as Lewis and Clark and the other young
members of the Corps of Discovery.

Her courage and her strength reminds us
that American Indians have played a central
role in our history, and their unique culture
must never be lost. Tribal colleges and uni-
versities help preserve irreplaceable lan-
guages and cultural traditions. At the same
time, of course, they offer a high-quality col-
lege education to thousands of students and
provide much-needed job training and other
means of economic development in Indian
country.

I bring that up today because I had the
honor of signing an Executive order affirm-
ing the Federal Government’s commitment
to these unique institutions. Many of the
board members that I named are here today,
and they were in the Oval Office earlier, and
I want to thank them for coming. All Ameri-
cans—all Americans—deserve an excellent
education, including those who attend tribal
colleges and universities.

I want to thank you all for coming today.
I want to thank you for being here to honor
the courage of great explorers. I want to
thank you for being here to honor the rich-
ness of native cultures. And I want to thank
you for being here to honor the grand history
of the American West.

May God bless you and your families, and
may God continue to bless America. Thank
you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to historian Stephen E. Ambrose.

Executive Order 13270—Tribal
Colleges and Universities
July 3, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. There is a unique rela-
tionship between the United States and In-
dian tribes, and a special relationship be-
tween the United States and Alaska Native
entities. It is the policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment that this Nation’s commitment to
educational excellence and opportunity must
extend as well to the tribal colleges and uni-
versities (tribal colleges) that serve Indian
tribes and Alaska Native entities. The Presi-
dent’s Board of Advisors on Tribal Colleges
and Universities (the ‘‘Board’’) and the White
House Initiative on Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities (WHITCU) established by this
order shall ensure that this national policy
regarding tribal colleges is carried out with
direct accountability at the highest levels of
the Federal Government.

Tribal colleges are both integral and essen-
tial to their communities. Often they are the
only postsecondary institutions within some
of our Nation’s poorest rural areas. They ful-
fill a vital role: in maintaining and preserving
irreplaceable languages and cultural tradi-
tions; in offering a high-quality college edu-
cation to younger students; and in providing
job training and other career-building pro-
grams to adults and senior citizens. Tribal
colleges provide crucial services in commu-
nities that continue to suffer high rates of
unemployment and the resulting social and
economic distress.

The Federal Government’s commitment
to tribal colleges is reaffirmed and the private
sector can and should contribute to the col-
leges’ educational and cultural missions.

Finally, postsecondary institutions can play
a vital role in promoting excellence in early
childhood, elementary, and secondary edu-
cation. The Federal Government will there-
fore work to implement the innovations and

reforms of the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001 (Public Law 107–110) in partnership
with tribal colleges and their American In-
dian and Alaska Native communities.

Sec. 2. Definition of Tribal Colleges and
Universities. Tribal colleges are those institu-
tions cited in section 532 of the Equity in
Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994
(7 U.S.C. 301 note), any other institution that
qualifies for funding under the Tribally Con-
trolled Community College Assistance Act of
1978 (25 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), and Diné; Col-
lege, authorized in the Navajo Community
College Assistance Act of 1978, Public Law
95–471, title II (25 U.S.C. 640a note).

Sec. 3. Board of Advisors. (a) Establish-
ment. There shall be established in the De-
partment of Education a Presidential advi-
sory committee entitled the President’s
Board of Advisors on Tribal Colleges and
Universities (the ‘‘Board’’).

(b) Membership. The Board shall consist
of not more than 15 members who shall be
appointed by the President, one of whom
shall be designated by the President as Chair.
The Board shall include representatives of
tribal colleges and may also include rep-
resentatives of the higher, early childhood,
elementary, and secondary education com-
munities; tribal officials; health, business, and
financial institutions; private foundations;
and such other persons as the President
deems appropriate.

(c) Functions. The Board shall provide ad-
vice regarding the progress made by Federal
agencies toward fulfilling the purposes and
objectives of this order. The Board also shall
provide recommendations to the President,
through the Secretary of Education (Sec-
retary), on ways the Federal Government can
help tribal colleges:

(1) use long-term development, endow-
ment building, and planning to strength-
en institutional viability;

(2) improve financial management and se-
curity, obtain private-sector funding
support, and expand and complement
Federal education initiatives;

(3) develop institutional capacity through
the use of new and emerging tech-
nologies offered by both the Federal
and private sectors;
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(4) enhance physical infrastructure to fa-
cilitate more efficient operation and ef-
fective recruitment and retention of stu-
dents and faculty; and

(5) help implement the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001 and meet other high
standards of educational achievement.

(d) Meetings. The Board shall meet at least
annually, at the request of the Secretary, to
provide advice and consultation on tribal col-
leges and relevant Federal and private-sector
activities, and to transmit reports and present
recommendations.

Sec. 4. White House Initiative on Tribal
Colleges and Universities. There shall be es-
tablished in the Department of Education,
Office of the Secretary, the White House Ini-
tiative on Tribal Colleges and Universities
(WHITCU). The WHITCU shall:

(a) provide the staff support for the Board;
(b) assist the Secretary in the role of liaison

between the executive branch and tribal col-
leges; and

(c) serve the Secretary in carrying out the
Secretary’s responsibilities under this order.

Sec. 5. Department and Agency Participa-
tion. Each participating executive depart-
ment and agency (agency), as determined by
the Secretary, shall appoint a senior official
who is a full-time officer of the Federal Gov-
ernment and who is responsible for manage-
ment or program administration. The official
shall report directly to the agency head, or
to the agency head’s designee, on agency ac-
tivity under this order and serve as liaison
to the WHITCU. To the extent permitted
by law and regulation, each agency shall pro-
vide appropriate information as requested by
the WHITCU staff pursuant to this order.

Sec. 6. Three-Year Federal Plan.
(a) Content. Each agency identified by the

Secretary shall develop and implement a
Three-Year Plan of the agency’s efforts to ful-
fill the purposes of this order. These Three-
Year Plans shall include annual performance
indicators and appropriate measurable objec-
tives for the agency. Among other relevant
issues, the plans shall address how the agency
intends to increase the capacity of tribal col-
leges to compete effectively for any available
grants, contracts, cooperative agreements,
and any other Federal resources, and to en-
courage tribal colleges to participate in Fed-

eral programs. The plans also may emphasize
access to high-quality educational opportuni-
ties for economically disadvantaged Indian
students, consistent with requirements of the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001; the pres-
ervation and revitalization of tribal languages
and cultural traditions; and innovative ap-
proaches to better link tribal colleges with
early childhood, elementary, and secondary
education programs. The agency’s perform-
ance indicators and objectives should be
clearly reflected in the agency’s annual budg-
et submission to the Office of Management
and Budget. To facilitate the attainment of
these performance indicators and objectives,
the head of each agency identified by the
Secretary, shall provide, as appropriate, tech-
nical assistance and information to tribal col-
leges regarding the program activities of the
agency and the preparation of applications
or proposals for grants, contracts, or coopera-
tive agreements.

(b) Submission. Each agency shall submit
its Three-Year Plan to the WHITCU. In con-
sultation with the Board, the WHITCU shall
then review these Three-Year Plans and de-
velop an integrated Three-Year Plan for As-
sistance to Tribal Colleges, which the Sec-
retary shall review and submit to the Presi-
dent. Agencies may revise their Three-Year
Plans within the three-year period.

(c) Annual Performance Reports. Each
agency shall submit to the WHITCU an An-
nual Performance Report that measures the
agency’s performance against the objectives
set forth in its Three-Year Plan. In consulta-
tion with the Board, the WHITCU shall re-
view and combine Annual Performance Re-
ports into one annual report, which shall be
submitted to the Secretary for review, in con-
sultation with the Office of Management and
Budget.

Sec. 7. Private Sector. In cooperation with
the Board, the WHITCU shall encourage the
private sector to assist tribal colleges through
increased use of such strategies as:

(a) matching funds to support increased
endowments;

(b) developing expertise and more effec-
tive ways to manage finances, improve infor-
mation systems, build facilities, and improve
course offerings; and
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(c) increasing resources for and training of
faculty.

Sec. 8. Termination. The Board shall ter-
minate 2 years after the date of this order
unless the Board is renewed by the President
prior to the end of that 2-year period.

Sec. 9. Administration. (a) Compensation.
Members of the Board shall serve without
compensation, but shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, as authorized by law for persons serv-
ing intermittently in Government service (5
U.S.C. 5701–5707).

(b) Funding. The Board and the WHITCU
shall be funded by the Department of Edu-
cation.

(c) Administrative Support. The Depart-
ment of Education shall provide appropriate
administrative services and staff support for
the Board and the WHITCU. With the con-
sent of the Department of Education, other
agencies participating in the WHITCU shall
provide administrative support (including
detailees) to the WHITCU consistent with
statutory authority. The Board and the
WHITCU each shall have a staff and shall
be supported at appropriate levels commen-
surate with that of similar White House Ini-
tiative Offices.

(d) General Provisions. Insofar as the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.) (the ‘‘Act’’), may apply to the
administration of any portion of this order,
any functions of the President under the Act,
except that of reporting to the Congress, shall
be performed by the Secretary of Education
in accordance with the guidelines issued by
the Administrator of General Services.

Sec. 10. Revocation. Executive Order
13021 of October 19, 1996, as amended, is
revoked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 3, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:22 a.m., July 5, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on July 8.

Executive Order 13269—Expedited
Naturalization of Aliens and
Noncitizen Nationals Serving in an
Active-Duty Status During the War
on Terrorism

July 3, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
329 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1440) (the ‘‘Act’’), and solely in
order to provide expedited naturalization for
aliens and noncitizen nationals serving in an
active-duty status in the Armed Forces of the
United States during the period of the war
against terrorists of global reach, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

For the purpose of determining qualifica-
tion for the exception from the usual require-
ments for naturalization, I designate as a pe-
riod in which the Armed Forces of the
United States were engaged in armed con-
flict with a hostile foreign force the period
beginning on September 11, 2001. Such pe-
riod will be deemed to terminate on a date
designated by future Executive Order. Those
persons serving honorably in active-duty sta-
tus in the Armed Forces of the United States,
during the period beginning on September
11, 2001, and terminating on the date to be
so designated, are eligible for naturalization
in accordance with the statutory exception
to the naturalization requirements, as pro-
vided in section 329 of the Act. Nothing con-
tained in this order is intended to affect, nor
does it affect, any other power, right, or obli-
gation of the United States, its agencies, offi-
cers, employees, or any other person under
Federal law or the law of nations.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 3, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:21 a.m., July 5, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on July 8.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Extension of Normal Trade Relations
Status for Certain Former Eastern
Bloc States
July 3, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to sections 402 and 409 of the

Trade Act of 1974, I am submitting an up-
dated report to the Congress prepared by my
Administration on the emigration laws and
policies of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Moldova, the Russian Federation, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan.

On September 21, 1994, President Clinton
determined and reported to the Congress
that the Russian Federation was not in viola-
tion of paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section 402(a) of the Trade Act of 1974, or
paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of subsection
409(a) of that Act. On June 3, 1997, he also
determined and reported to the Congress
that Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova,
and Ukraine were not in violation of the same
provisions, and made an identical determina-
tion on December 5, 1997, with respect to
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. These ac-
tions allowed for the continuation of normal
trade relations for these countries and certain
other activities without the requirement of
an annual waiver.

On June 29, 2000, pursuant to section
302(b) of Public Law 106–200, President
Clinton determined that title IV of the 1974
Trade Act should no longer apply to
Kyrgyzstan, and on December 29, 2000, he
made a similar determination with respect
to Georgia pursuant to section 3002 of Public
Law 106–476.

The attached report indicates continued
compliance by Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Moldova, the Russian Federa-
tion, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and
Uzbekistan with international standards con-
cerning freedom of emigration.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. An

original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Proclamation 7576—To Provide for
the Efficient and Fair Administration
of Safeguard Measures on Imports of
Certain Steel Products
July 3, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On March 5, 2002, pursuant to section

203 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended
(the ‘‘Trade Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2253), I issued
Proclamation 7529, which imposed tariffs
and a tariff-rate quota on certain steel prod-
ucts under subheadings 9903.72.30 through
9903.74.24 of the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States (HTS) (the ‘‘safe-
guard measures’’) for a period of 3 years plus
1 day.

2. In clause (3) of Proclamation 7529, I
excluded imports of certain steel that are the
product of World Trade Organization (WTO)
member developing countries, as provided in
subdivision (d)(i) of U.S. Note 11 to sub-
chapter III of chapter 99 of the HTS (Note
11), from the safeguard measures.

3. In clause (5) of Proclamation 7529, I
authorized the United States Trade Rep-
resentative (USTR), within 120 days after
March 5, 2002, to further consider any re-
quest for exclusion of a particular product
submitted in accordance with the procedures
set out in 66 Fed. Reg. 54321, 54322–54323
(October 26, 2001) and, upon publication in
the Federal Register of a notice of his finding
that a particular product should be excluded,
to modify the HTS provisions created by the
Annex to Proclamation 7529 to exclude such
particular product from the pertinent safe-
guard measure.

4. Pursuant to section 203(g) of the Trade
Act (19 U.S.C. 2253(g)), in order to provide
for the efficient and fair administration of the
safeguard measures, I have determined that:

(a) the USTR should have authority, as ap-
propriate, to add WTO member developing
countries to the list of countries in subdivi-
sion (d)(i) of Note 11;
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(b) the period provided in clause (5) of
Proclamation 7529 should be extended until
August 31, 2002; and

(c) requests for exclusion submitted in ac-
cordance with the procedures set out in 67
Fed. Reg. 19307, 19308 (April 18, 2002); 67
Fed. Reg. 35842, 35842–35843 (May 21,
2002); 67 Fed. Reg. 38693, 38694 (June 5,
2002) should be treated as having been sub-
mitted in accordance with the procedures set
out in 66 Fed. Reg. 54321, 54322–54323 (Oc-
tober 26, 2001).

5. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ation, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to sections
203 and 604 of the Trade Act, and section
301 of title 3, United States Code, do pro-
claim that:

(1) The USTR is authorized, upon publica-
tion of a notice in the Federal Register of
his determination that it is appropriate to add
WTO member developing countries to the
list of countries in subdivision (d)(i) of Note
11, to add such countries to that list.

(2) Clause (5) of Proclamation 7529 is
amended by deleting the words ‘‘Within 120
days after the date of this proclamation’’ and
adding in their place the words ‘‘At any time
on or before August 31, 2002’’. Note 11 is
amended in subdivision (c), by deleting the
date ‘‘July 3, 2002’’ and adding in its place
the date ‘‘August 31, 2002’’.

(3) The USTR is authorized to treat re-
quests for exclusion submitted in accordance
with the procedures set out in 67 Fed. Reg.
19307 (April 18, 2002); 67 Fed. Reg. 35842
(May 21, 2002); or 67 Fed. Reg. 38693 (June
5, 2002) as having been submitted in accord-
ance with the procedures set out in 66 Fed.
Reg. 54321, 54322–54323 (October 26,
2001).

(4) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-

sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(5) The modifications to the HTS made
by this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to goods entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after 12:01
a.m. EST, on March 20, 2002, and shall con-
tinue in effect as provided in subchapter III
of chapter 99 of the HTS, unless such actions
are earlier expressly reduced, modified, or
terminated. Effective at the close of March
21, 2006, or such other date that is 1 year
from the close of the safeguard measures, the
modifications to the HTS established in this
proclamation shall be deleted from the HTS.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of July, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:21 a.m., July 5, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 4, and it was
published in the Federal Register on July 8.

Remarks at a ‘‘Saluting Our
Veterans’’ Celebration in
Ripley, West Virginia
July 4, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thank you. Well, thank you, Shelley, and
thanks for that warm welcome. I’m really
proud to be in Jackson County, West Vir-
ginia.

Today we mark the 226th birthday of the
United States of America. Last year I spent
my first Independence Day as your President
in Philadelphia. This year I get to spend it
in Ripley, West Virginia.

Shelley told me about the Fourth of July
celebration. She said I needed to come and
meet the town. It looks like most of you
showed up. [Laughter] I appreciate your hos-
pitality. I appreciate all the hard work that
went into making this Fourth of July celebra-
tion such a fantastic gathering of our fellow
Americans. And thanks for having me.
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I want to thank Shelley Moore Capito for
her friendship and her leadership in the Halls
of Congress. I appreciate so very much one
of my Cabinet officers, Tony Principi, who
is the head of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, for not only serving the country and
serving in Vietnam but also agreeing to come
today to Ripley to represent the veterans
from all across our country. Thank you for
being here, Tony.

I want to thank your Governor, Governor
Wise, for joining us today. I appreciate you
being here, Bob. And I appreciate Senator
Jay Rockefeller coming as well. Thank you
both for coming.

I had the honor of meeting the mayor of
Ripley, Mayor Guthrie. Thank you for being
here, Mr. Mayor. I appreciate your hospi-
tality, and tell all the folks who work in the
city here, I’d like to stay around for the clean-
up, but—[laughter].

Audience member. We’ll let you.
The President. I’m sure you would let me,

but—[laughter]. I also appreciate Mayor
Ritchie of Ravenswood for coming over to
say hello as well. Thank you, Mayor. I know
the attorney general of West Virginia is here,
General McGraw. I appreciate the Secretary
of State for West Virginia for being here. I
want to thank all the members of the legisla-
ture. But most of all, I want to thank my
fellow citizens.

Today I had the honor and privilege of say-
ing hello to two West Virginia citizens who
are family members of some of West Vir-
ginia’s finest. Earlier this year, U.S. Special
Forces Sergeant Gene Vance, Jr., and Anissa
Ann Shero lost their lives in defense of our
freedom. And I had the privilege of kissing
Gene’s wife, to express our sympathies and
our love and our prayer. And I had the privi-
lege of doing the same with Anissa’s dad. And
I would like you all to join me in welcoming
them to this celebration today. Thanks for
coming.

The anniversary of America’s independ-
ence is a day for gratitude and a day for cele-
bration. On the Fourth of July, we count our
blessings, and there are so many to count.
We’re thankful for the families we love.
We’re thankful for the opportunities in
America. We’re thankful for our freedom,
the freedom declared by our Founding Fa-

thers, defended by many generations, and
granted to each one of us by Almighty God.

Americans know that our country did not
come about by chance. Our Nation was first
designed as a colony, serving an empire and
answering to a king. The Founders had other
things in mind. In the summer of 1776, they
declared that these colonies are, and of right
ought to be free and independent States.

With a great army massed against the
Americans, these were not idle words. ‘‘Step-
ping forward to sign the Declaration,’’ said
Dr. Benjamin Rush, ‘‘was like signing your
own death warrant.’’ Yet he and 55 others
put their name on the document, pledging
to the cause their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor.

And all Americans can draw a straight line
from the free lives we lead today to that one
moment when the world changed forever.
From that day in 1776, freedom has had a
home, and freedom has had a defender.

Unlike any other country, America came
into the world with a message for mankind,
that all are created equal, and all are meant
to be free. There is no America race. There’s
only an American creed: We believe in the
dignity and rights of every person; we believe
in equal justice, limited government, and in
the rule of law; we believe in personal re-
sponsibility and tolerance toward others. This
creed of freedom and equality has lifted the
lives of millions of Americans, of citizens by
birth and citizens by choice. This creed draws
our friends to us. It sets our enemies against
us and always inspires the best that is within
us.

In this 226th year of our independence,
we have seen that American patriotism is still
a living faith. We love our country only more
when she’s threatened. An Air Force pilot
spoke for everyone when he was asked if any-
one on his base had a personal connection
to the victims of September the 11th. He
said, ‘‘I think we all do. They were all Ameri-
cans.’’ Watching the events of that day, no
American felt this was an attack on others.
It was an attack on all of us—on each and
every one of us. Every ethnic background is
known and respected here in America. Every
religious belief is practiced and protected
here. Yet, in a moment we discovered again
that we’re a single people. We share the same
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allegiance. We live under the same flag.
When you strike one America—when you
strike one American, you strike us all.

In the moments after September the 11th,
Americans turned instinctively to the flag we
share. The flag was lowered to half-staff in
days of mourning, raised in respect over
Ground Zero, hung in defiance from the wall
of the Pentagon, carried with special pride
at the Olympic Games, carefully folded at
military gravesides and given to families. The
American people, when we pledge our alle-
giance to the flag, feel renewed respect and
love for all it represents. And no authority
of Government can ever prevent an Amer-
ican from pledging allegiance to this ‘‘one
Nation under God.’’

More than ever in the lifetimes of most
Americans, the flag stands for a truly unified
country. We’ve been united in our grief, and
we are united in our resolve to protect our
people and to defeat the enemies of the
United States of America.

Sixty years ago, after the attack on Pearl
Harbor, General George C. Marshall de-
clared that ‘‘before the Sun sets on this ter-
rible struggle, our flag will be recognized
throughout the world as a symbol of freedom,
on the one hand, and of overwhelming power
on the other.’’ This is our purpose again
today. Once again, history has called America
to use our overwhelming power in the de-
fense of freedom, and we’ll do just that.

In Afghanistan we defeated the Taliban re-
gime, but that was just the first step. The
liberation of that country was the beginning
of the long and unrelenting struggle we have
entered. America is a patient and determined
country. We’re working with our allies. We’ll
use every tool of diplomacy and law enforce-
ment. We’re organizing to protect the home-
land against further attack, and we will take
the battle to the enemy, wherever he hides
and wherever he plans and wherever he
dwells.

The greatest asset we have in this conflict
is the military of the United States of Amer-
ica. At this hour, more than 60,000 American
troops are deployed around the world in the
war against terror. Many of you here today
have family members serving in the military.
Wherever they are stationed, this Nation is

depending on them, and you just need to
be proud of them.

Thousands of our men and women in uni-
form were born in other countries and now
spend each day in honorable service to their
adopted land. Many of them are still waiting
for the chance to become American citizens
because of the waiting period for citizenship.
These men and women love our country.
They show it in their daily devotion to duty.
Out of respect for their brave service in this
time of war, I have signed an Executive order
allowing them an immediate opportunity to
petition for citizenship in the United States
of America.

America has always depended on the cour-
age and character of our people in the mili-
tary. We’re honored today by the presence
of some of West Virginia’s most distinguished
citizens, veterans of American Armed
Forces. These men and women served in dif-
ferent places, at different times, but all were
ready when their country needed them,
ready to sacrifice, to fight, and if necessary,
to die for the sake of others. That’s the high-
est form of citizenship. Whether the veterans
here served in peacetime or in the worst bat-
tles, you have the Nation’s gratitude and the
respect of your fellow Americans. On this
Fourth of July, it is my privilege to thank
you for your service to your country.

Veterans know better than anyone that
love for country is shown in works. A spirit
of service is alive and strong in America
today. Our response to tragedy and sudden
national challenges has revealed the courage,
and it has revealed the kindness of the Amer-
ican people. As we fight a war abroad, here
at home Americans are answering the call
of service, giving their time and energy to
causes greater than self-interest. This Nation
is confronting a terrible evil, and we are over-
coming evil with good.

There is much in modern America that the
founding generation might not understand.
Yet, they would recognize the Stars and
Stripes, and they would know qualities of
character that still define our country. They
would take great pride, as I do, in the decent,
responsible, caring citizens who are the true
strength of our country. I am certain as well
that, if they could survey this country of ours,
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they would join us all in giving thanks for
all that we have.

A year after independence was declared,
the Second Continental Congress set the de-
sign of our Nation’s flag. The stars on blue
were to represent a new constellation, the
different world our young Nation had begun
to create. Today, as much as ever before,
America bears the hope of the world. Yet,
from the day of our founding, America’s own
great hope has never been in ourselves alone.
The Founders humbly sought the wisdom
and the blessing of Divine Providence.

May we always live by that same trust, and
may God continue to watch over the United
States of America. God bless, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at Court-
house Square. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Bob Wise, Attorney General Darrel V. McGraw,
Jr., and Secretary of State Joe Manchin III of West
Virginia; Mayor Roy Guthrie of Ripley, WV;
Mayor W.S. Ritchie of Ravenswood, WV; Lisa
Vance, widow of Sgt. Gene Vance, Jr., USA; and
Clyde Shuttlesworth, father of Staff Sgt. Anissa
Ann Shero, USAF.

Videotape Remarks to the
Vilnius Ten Group of Nations
July 5, 2002

I’m honored to send greetings to the lead-
ers of the Vilnius Ten group of nations aspir-
ing to join the NATO Alliance. I want to
thank Prime Minister Berzins and President
Freiberga for hosting this important event in
the great city of Riga. I’m also pleased that
Senator Trent Lott and some of his col-
leagues were able to visit with you today. The
U.S. Senate has a critical role to play in ratify-
ing any expansion of NATO, and I appreciate
my friend Senator Lott’s leadership on these
vital issues.

Our nations share a common vision of a
new Europe, where free European states are
united with each other and with the United
States through cooperation, partnership, and
alliance. We seek a new Europe that has bur-
ied its historic tensions and is prepared to
meet global challenges beyond Europe’s bor-
ders. America will continue to work arm in
arm with Europe on fulfilling this vision.

At the Prague Summit later this year, we
can take a major step by enlarging NATO
to include all of Europe’s democracies that
are ready to share in NATO’s responsibilities.
Since you first met in Vilnius over 2 years
ago, your countries have made real progress
on the essential reforms necessary for NATO
membership. Work continues, as it must, to
prepare your nations to make the greatest
possible contributions to the new Europe we
are building.

Today, our nations face another historic
challenge: to defeat the forces of global ter-
ror. The attacks of September the 11th took
place in the United States, but their target
was freedom, itself. All of Europe and free-
dom-loving nations everywhere are threat-
ened by these forces of chaos and hatred.

NATO has risen to the challenge, declar-
ing that an attack on one of its members is
an attack on all. And NATO nations have
made valuable contributions to the war on
terror in Afghanistan and elsewhere. NATO
must prepare itself to fight and defeat terror
and the other threats to freedom that we face
together. And new members will help im-
prove NATO’s capabilities.

The Prague Summit will mark the begin-
ning of a new era in Europe and in trans-
Atlantic relations, defined by greater security
and greater prosperity and greater freedom.
We will see the great alliance of liberty grow
and prepare to fulfill its old mission in a new
era. And I am determined to succeed and
determined that our children will record this
year as a momentous turning point in their
history.

I wish you success at your meeting. I have
met most of you, and I look forward to seeing
my good friend Aleksander in a few weeks
here in Washington. We have a great oppor-
tunity ahead of us. The hopes and prayers
of the American people are with you.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 3 p.m. on June 28 in the Blue
Room at the White House, for later transmission
to the meeting in Riga, Latvia. The transcript was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
July 5. In his remarks, the President referred to
Prime Minister Andris Berzins and President
Vaira Vike-Freiberga of Latvia; and President
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland. A tape was
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not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 29
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, after

temporarily transferring the power of the
Presidency to Vice President Dick Cheney,
the President underwent a routine medical
procedure under anesthesia. When he
awoke, he had telephone conversations with
the Vice President and the First Lady. Later
in the morning, he reassumed the power of
the Presidency.

June 30
During the day, the President returned to

Washington, DC.

July 1
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence briefings. He then traveled to Cleve-
land, OH. In the afternoon, he returned to
Washington, DC.

July 2
In the morning, the President had CIA and

FBI briefings. He then traveled to Mil-
waukee, WI, and later returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

The President announced his nomination
of Peter Eide to be General Counsel of the
Federal Labor Relations Authority.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Harry R. Hoglander to be a mem-
ber of the National Mediation Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel Pearson to be a Commis-
sioner of the U.S. International Trade Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Neil McPhie to be a member of
the Merit Systems Protection Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Quanah Crossland Stamps to be
Commissioner of the Administration for Na-
tive Americans.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Windy Sitton as U.S. Commissioner
of the Canadian River Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Federal Salary Council: Thomas Bastas
and James Pasco (employee representatives);
and Rudy Joseph Maestas, Mary McNally
Rose, and Samuel Johnson Wallace (labor re-
lations and pay policy representatives).

July 3
In the morning, the President had CIA and

FBI briefings and then met with the National
Security Council. Later, in the Roosevelt
Room, the President met with National Geo-
graphic Society leaders, who presented him
with a custom National Geographic map cab-
inet.

In the afternoon, in an Oval Office cere-
mony, the President signed Executive Order
13270, Tribal Colleges and Universities.
Later, he traveled to Andrews Air Force
Base, MD, where he played a round of golf.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The President announced his appointment
of the following individuals as members of
the President’s Board of Advisors on Tribal
Colleges and Universities: Ron S. McNeil,
David W. Anderson, Carl J. Artman, Eddie
F. Brown, Kathryn L. Domenici, Ann Marie
Downes, Mark O. Hatfield, Daniel G.
Keating, David J. Matheson, Martha A.
McLeod, Karen M. Gayton Swisher, Della
C. Warrior, and Richard B. Williams.

The President declared a major disaster in
Montana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding be-
ginning on June 8 and continuing.

July 4
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Bush traveled to Ripley, WV. In the after-
noon, they returned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush viewed the Independence Day fire-
works display on The Mall with their guests,
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from the balcony of the White House over-
looking the South Lawn.

The President declared a major disaster in
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms and flooding begin-
ning on June 29 and continuing.

July 5
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Hamid
Karzai of the the Transitional Authority of
Afghanistan to express his condolences con-
cerning civilian deaths in joint U.S.-Afghan
military operations in the Oruzgan Province
of Afghanistan on July 2.

Later in the morning, the President and
Mrs. Bush traveled to the Bush family home
on Walker’s Point in Kennebunkport, ME.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Dr. Richard
Tubb, Physician to the President, on the
President’s colorectal screening procedure

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s colorectal screening procedure

Released July 1

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 2578

Fact sheet: A Compassionate Conservative
Agenda for America’s Inner Cities

Released July 2

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on the mili-
tary action in Oruzgan Province, Afghanistan

Statement by the Press Secretary expressing
the President’s condolences to families of vic-
tims of the air accident on the German-Swiss
border

Released July 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Montana

Released July 4

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Texas

Fact sheet: Honoring Members of America’s
Armed Services

Released July 5

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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